
 

HILLIARD C. BRITE, LAWMAN

Hilliard C. Brite, Jr. was a veteran lawman in Dallas County. He was the oldest son
of Hilliard C. Brite, Sr. and Georgia Ellen Lochard. Hilliard Brite, Jr. served as a
deputy sheriff under several administrations, including that of Sheriff Smoot Schmid.
He was often written up in area newspapers. Some of the unusual cases he was
mentioned in are as follows:

– In the early 1920s, a Rowlett man was one of three individuals arrested and
convicted of operating an illegal whiskey still. While in the Dallas jail under a
sentence of 40 years in prison, the man and two others attempted to escape. The
convicts overpowered the attending officer. In the process, the Rowlett man shot
and killed an assistant jailer named Champion who had bravely tossed the jail keys
out of a sixth floor window before he was fatally wounded. Deputy Brite and three
other officers intervened to end the escape attempt. The Rowlett man was wounded
and one other convict was killed. In 1925, after an unsuccessful appeal to
Governor Miriam “Ma” Ferguson, the Rowlett man was executed in Huntsville for
killing officer Champion.

– In February, 1929, a Dallas businessman was on trial for forgery in a complicated
case that originated over an election bet. The defendant and another man had each
bet $1,000 over the Democratic primary election of Senator Earle B. Mayfield,
endorsed by disgraced former Governor Jim Ferguson. Mayfield, the incumbent, lost
to Tom Connally in the primary. Connally went on to win the general election. The
stakeholder, one Orville Mathews, was given two cashier’s checks for the bet.
Mathews, a Republic Bank employee, was shot to death at noon on a downtown
street by the winner of the bet after Matthews was duped by forgery of the
businessman into erroneously paying the money to him, though he had lost the bet.
Brite was called as a witness in the forgery case and testified that the businessman
had told the deputy that he should have a better job than law enforcement, and that
the businessman could secure it for him, presumably if he were to testify in favor of
the businessman, who was convicted of the forgery. The killer of Mathews was tried
twice, and finally acquitted, essentially having claimed self defense.

– In November, 1931, a 25 year old man walked up to Deputy Brite and handed him
a bundle of mail. The man (not identified) said he wanted to go to Leavenworth
Penitentiary and had broken open a post office box to accomplish his goal. The man
would not tell the arresting officers why he wanted to go to that particular facility, but
nevertheless, he was arrested and taken to the county jail.

Deputy Brite retired due to disability after suffering injuries in a police chase
accident. Brite, a World War I veteran, passed away at the veteran’s hospital in
Collin County in 1956 at the age of 71.
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Spread the word! Share this email with friends and invite them to visit our website, attend our
meetings, and join our group. Don't forget to check our Events Page regularly and mark your
calendars for upcoming events!
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﻿DONATIONS

The Dallas County Pioneer Association (DCPA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and relies on your
donations to care for neglected cemeteries and preserve Dallas County's history .

Operated by passionate volunteers, we invite you to help support our mission.

PLEASE DONATE

GET FUTURE POSTS BY E-MAIL

SUBSCRIBE

        

 

Dallas County Pioneer Association | PO Box 12496 | Dallas, TX 75225 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://dallaspioneer.org/
https://dallaspioneer.org/files/MemberAp3.pdf
https://dallaspioneer.org/events/
mailto:?subject=News%20From%20The%20Past&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
mailto:?subject=News%20From%20The%20Past&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
mailto:?subject=News%20From%20The%20Past&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=News+From+The+Past%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=News+From+The+Past%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=News+From+The+Past%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1133931821833/2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://square.link/u/BkegDHNL
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/LjIiQtl?source_id=8e792ec9-679c-4a9d-bf86-e5bb425acbdb&source_type=em&c=IW1A-iONuvk8YC9b8YEacd4nw5C0YSGNUQ1RsONXh_MqMagEQniM4g==&source_id=2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f&source_type=em&c=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dcpa1875/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dcpa1875/
https://twitter.com/dallaspioneer
https://twitter.com/dallaspioneer
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=2288b2f4-0333-4151-8e9c-20a3d251ad6f

