History of
Exposition Park Presbyterian Church
Dallas, Texas

The name "Exposition Park" Presbyterian Church was chosen
due to its proximity to what is now called The State Fair of Texas,
but was then known as "Exposition Park." The little white frame
church was located at the corner of Third and Parry Avenues. The
property on which the church was built was given to the church by
the Gaston family, the deal for which was negotiated by the Parry
brothers. Parry Avenue wis ramed For the Parry family. Two of the
Parry boys attended Exposition Park Church for a number of yearse



The Beginning

On the 5th Sunday of March 1890, in a emall two-room
freme building Mr. Re Ce North and Mrse H. L. McCorkle started a
Sunday School with only 12 members. Sometime later a small white
frame church was built. Mr, North and Mrs. ¥cCorkle were the first
“ynday Scheol Superintendent and Primary Department Superintendent,
respectivelys Elght months later, in November 1890, Exposition
park Presbyterian Church was organized as a Mission Church of the.
Second Presbyterian Church by the Reve. fiarner Riggs, then Fastor
of Second Presbyterian Church, and his Officers. There were 1k
charter members of Exposition Park but the names of only 10 cf them
are known, since the early records of the church were destroyed in
the fire of 1912, referred to later., They are:

Mrs. He La McCorkle, . Mrs. Fo M. Wilson,
‘Hrs. S. Na VWiright, Mrs, Harry Penniman
Mrs. K. Co Parry, o Mrs. Elizabeth Carr,
Mrs. Mery Spillman, | ‘Mr. and Mrs. Sam Gross,

Mies Thompson, (first name or initials unknown.)

Rev. Warner Rigge acted as Moderator and preached the
first sermon, taking as his text lst.Core 12:12.



xS EipositionvPéfk”éia»hgﬁziohélremain a Missi Sl

g sion church but
soon developed into a full-fledged church. There were two Stated
Supply Pastors for the church, namely: _ :

Rev. H. D. Dodson, 1890, and
Rev, M. Spinning, - 1903,

The first 5 Pastors wh;ch the ghurch had are listed with

datess It might be well to state that the dates are approximate due
to the loss of records in the fire of 1912, and have been arrived

at by contacting some of the early~day members of the church and from
Mrs. McCorkle's diary referred to near the end of this paper.

Rev. Montgomery ﬂay,_f*. 1891 -
Rev. S. W. Patterson, 1895 - 1902,
(The first meebing of the Ladies!' Missionary

Society was held on April 29, 1897.)

Rev. Robert Carson, 1902 = 1903,
Rev. WQ Bc _ PrBSton, ' 190).1 - 1906’
RBVC J‘n Ho Qurry, sl geecy ) 1906 o 19130 ’

During the time the Rev. May was Pastor Mr., Sam Gross had a
large buggy (or possibly a wagon) which he used in connection with his
work at the churche This he called his nGospel Chariot.” This bit
of information has been furnished by Mrs. A Re King, nee Linda
Wright, who joined Exposition Park in 18964



Rev. Montgomery May
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Montgomery May Jr. 3 years old in e e e
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Pastor after Rev. Montgomery May
Rev S. W. Patterson
1895 - 1902




Rev. S. W Patterson and family — Children Grace, Robert, Lucille




Rev Robert Carson
1902-1903
And family below




From 1906 to 1913 the membership of the
church increased from 60 to 200 under the
leadership of the Rev. J. H. Curry.

On Sunday morning, January 7, 1912, less
than an hour before Sunday School would
have started, many hearts were saddened to
see their beloved little church burned to the
ground. That afternoon a Building
Committee was appointed and the work of
planning the new church began.

The actual building was started July 1, 1912
at which time the Pastor, Rev. J. H. Curry,
turned the first spade of dirt. On Sunday
evening, Sept. 10, 1912, at 5:30 the
cornerstone ceremonies for the new red
brick church were held, with Rev. Curry in
charge. Mrs. McCorkle read the history of
the church, which was placed in the
cornerstone. Elder W. C. North made the
principal address. The building was
completed in October, 1912




Rev. J. H. Curry breaking ground for Red Brick Building
July 1, 1912
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5 furnished by the architects, C. W. Bulger & Son of Dallas, and wifl occupy

ife on the morning of J:m.j, 1912, and eve ‘the sun had withdrawn its gleam-
ans’ tssed for replacing the ‘demolished buil«l}'m{. Under the supervision of the

The accompanying picture represents the stiucture in'its finished dg
the original site on Parry and Third avenue.’ The 'old structure was. destroy

contractor, Samuel Kirkgard, work is.rapidly progressing with the foundationiolitlie edifice. An impressive: service marked s breaking of ground for this pur-
pose on June 1, and it is estimatzd that the building will be completed abo (th 4. According to the accepted 'plans and hifications, the new church will
wrought in red pressed brick, relieved with facings of white stone,  The outst imiensions will measure 75x76 feet, constitr }pr0vision’in5ide for an auditor)
44x40 feet, fotirteen classroomsiand parlors, together with.a spacious: bas tifor ‘heating plant and other purposes. b valls it side wwill  bal finishes
calcium, while a pleasing effect will be produced by an interior finish trim vgf Bight oak and circular pew accommod: i The total seating capacity of

entire’ building will be 600 and/the total estimated cost will be about
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The undersigned has a picture taken on the lawn of this
church on Septe 27, 191}, Sunday School Rally Day Service, at which
1205 men, women and children were present. This shows how active and
loyal the officers and teachers of the Sunday School were in those

dayss

I think it appropriate to make & few personal comments
about Mrs. ¥cCorkle and Mr. North, who were 80 active in the work of

Exposition Park Churche

Mrs. McCorkle served &8 Superintendent of the Primary De-
rtment for L2 years and was acbive in 21l departments of the

Church. She was born in Melbourne, Australia, on May 29, 1856,
She went to meet her Saviour, whom she loved, on August 17, 1947,

Yr. W. C. North was Superintendent of Exposition Park

Sunday School for 21 years Be was b irmi
& born
in 1863. He went to his reward in Mayfn1323? nimy: SR
on Loy 28, 1916, a tronze tablet in me |
. , _ mory of Elder W. C.
ngrzgswai u?veiled and placed on ons of the plllars of the Church.L
cription on the plaque read, "A workman that needeth not bo

be ashamed.” This plaque was saved f



The Pastors of the Church from 191l through 1926 were as
followst

Rev. Gsorge Fulcher 191}=1917,
Rev. Re E. Robinson, . 1918-1921.

(The Church debt of 85,000 was pald off on December 1,
1919 and the note burned at an appropriate Cerenony. )

Reve We H, Baker ~  1922-1926.

_ On Monday morning, Feb, 25, 192L, at 2:L5 the red brick
church burned downs On that same evening, with heavy hearts, the
Elders and Deacons voted to rebuild the church and to build a
temporary wooden structure in which to hold services until the new
building could be completeds , |

' On Sunday morning, Dece 21, 192k, ground breaking services
were held with the Rev. W. H. Baker, Padtor, presiding. Mra. McCorkle
turned the first spade of dirt, followed by Mr, A. R. King,'lrs, W. J.
Stone, lMrs. Laura MillS, M 333130 Wright and Mr., Ls As Willis, a
long-time member of the churche = = | | -

On May 10, 1925 at 3 P.M. the cormerstone ceremonies for
the new tan brick church were held, with the Rev. W. H, Baker in
chargs. The principal address was made by Dr. B. Po Fullerton.

Mrs. McCorkle again read the history of the church. This and the
articles that were in the cornerstone of the former church were placed
in the cornerstone of the new church by Elders A. R. King and Jas. Re

Wright. (Mr. Wright was received as a member of Exposition Park
on J&n. 20’ 1895.) |

The Rev. W. H. Baker died'before the church was completed.



New tan brick church completed after
Rev W. H. Baker died in 1926. He was pastor
from 1922 — 1926.
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| am showing the names } 73’:)/
but as | have no personal
knowledge of these men,
| am letting the viewer
look for their family
names. Hard to read.

Don’t think date is
correct as W. H. Baker

was pastor from 1922-
until his death in 1926
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Elders and Deacons—no date



Rev and Mrs. George Fulcher wi
“x”s. Not sure of years as Pastor.

£f L

Rev R. E. Robinson was pastor after
Rev. Fulcher —again no dates.




The Pastors from 1927 through 1958 were as follows:

Rev. Roy L. Aldrich 1927-1930
Rev. Chas. E. Richter 1930-1936
Rev. David Rees-Jones 1926-1941
Rev. R. N. Benton 1941-1948
Rev. Harry L. Wilbanks 1949-1956

While the Rev David Rees-Jones (pictured below with his wife) was Pastor in 1940
Exposition Park celebrated its FIFTIETH Anniversary. This was quite an elaborate affair,
with a large attendance.

Rev. and Mrs. Rees Jones
1936-1941













After the Reve Harry Wilbanks resigned in 1956 to
organize the Horthminster Frestyterian Church, Dr. Jasper Manton
was Supply Pastor for two years and wes Moderator until the
activities of Exposition Park Church ceased. For the last
three months Dre. Ce As Alexander served as Supply Fastor,

At a celled congrepgational meeting on June 13, 1958, the
congregation voted to cease operation as a Church and on July 27,
1958, was extended an invitation by the Board of Calvary Presby~
terian Church to merge with them,

At & called congregational meeting on August 26, the
members of Exposition Park voted to merge with Calvarys services
to cease as of the last Sunday in September 19583 all assets to
be turned over to Calvary Saturday, Octoter Ly, and the first ser-
vice with Calvary to be held Octoter 5, 1958, At the reguler
mecting of the Prestytery on September 16, 1958, the merser was
approved, :

brs Cs A4 Alexander held a special service on September
28, 1958, the last to be held at Exposition Park, and he took vart
in the first service at Calvary Presbyterian Church with the Rev,
John Y, Braly, Pastor of Calvary Presbyterian Church, located on
Military Parkwaye A new church has since been built at 51,50
Gallion LUrive, completad in 1963. .



Members of Exposition Park before the fire in 1924 and were still members when it

merged with Calvary Presbyterian Church in 1958

. SR
HAME MALDEN BAME DATE JOINED
1691
Mr. Hq He Loggins 1892
lfre Jo Be Finks : 1893
urs, Florence Duecker (Wilsen) 1903
Vrse Se Co Bovell o . 1904
Hrs: Dan We Mchulty (Krnott) §till a member 1313
Mps. Lottie ¥ae Reaney ?\11118) EE R 1917
¥rs. Nellie Baskett Stogsdill)
¥rs, A« R. Hockwald . 1918
¥rs. Earl Roe (Hardin) (Still a member) 1522
Mrs. Florence Lund . (Hi11) (Still & member) 1922
) 2.30.6.¢.€.3 982,04 | \ ¢+ RARR
Miss Carrie Viillizmson 1923
Miss Lula ¥Williamson | 1923
Mr. Bert Hockwald . . 1523

Mrs, Bert Hockwald

1923,



Most of the fcregoing information was compiled by Elder
¥, T, Chadwick from the private church diary of Mrs. H. L.
McCorkle, without whose foresightedness and her love of CGod, her
church and her fellowman there would have been no early records.
Also, special recognition ghould be given to Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Roe for having preserved Mrs. Mciorkle's diary after the death of
her daughter, Mrs. V. J. Stone.

I would also like to mention that ¥rs, Minnie Chadwick,
who Joined Exposition Park while the Reve Re N. Benton was Pastor
and is still a member of Calvary, celebrated her 100th birthday

on May 13, 1967, |

It has been & privilege and pleasure to work with lr.
Chadwick in the compilation of this information, by talking with
some lonzeago members of Exposition Park Presbyterian Church and
by furnishing a few dates and personal comments about some of the
things I remembered from ehildhood. ~* I started to Sunday School
at Exposition Park in 1897 and have never gone to any other Church
until Calvary = of which I am still a member.

'jVenﬁisincerely,

- Massey McNulty
July 12, 1967. |

Philis Knox received the pictures from Mae Calvert
| apologize for the crooked placement of the information but had a limited time to work
with this information.



